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SUMMARY OF THE DAY’S NEWS

The Weather. v

WABMINGTON, Duco #0,—Forecast for
"raday ond Friday! .

I Vrginin—taly, warmer !I'hureday; fri-
duy partly cloudy: varlable winda,

. North Crrollna=Fale Thursday aphd 1ri-
day; 'varlable winds,

FA lemperature not far aboye the fredz-
ik polnt made yeslerday a good duy tor
brigk  walking or proximity to glov.ng
{Fm{. [t was podellghtful winter duy

( @.fler nighifal] the mercury begun Lo rao,

U SPATE OF THE TEHIMOMETER.
A =

b
fnbr S EET
fl mlditsght vaoaig

(I GAVEIREC it

| ! L
L3 -il!{s!m.'ll. temperatiira yesterdoy.. W
Lawesl temperptore yosterdoy i
fiMean tempera tuor yestordiy. ... ¢
INarmnol tamparitura for December.., .. 40
{ieparture from norpal temperi,upe. . 1t
[Treciplitatlon durlng paal 21 hourd...o
[ MINTATURE ALMANAC,
{ Descmber 81, Lo

HLtH TLDE,
AMorning.
Iy ening.e e

B rises e
Fun setd ..
Wloon sCEE. At

1 ~ Richmond.

¢

Renlon  of - The Times-Digpateh Lon-
1|'Ihl|lui'rs' Club ot tho Bljou yestorday-—
J0M., Bare ejccied president’of the o
Boapd ANy Line anpd John Saclton v ll-
Homa chialrmin of the 193 lie Board——
Dinner tendered the inmates of tho
ederatd Home for Needy Woinci—NWVir.
lirinle Boal Club to: have oo irddner—»Mr.
ICrumpreker  glves his views on lrn\:mn:
L Death of Captaln B M. Lefiwion——a
[farmer knocked down by a de‘r—dan.
Lother effore Lo secire an Inereazo. gl thu
[olies foroe—DMister puinters elect off.-
cere———ATrangementy for the Palll con-
Mort——Norfolk cose to ba token up abou.
[.J.':mm'['y 16th—Caxe of dichacl elly 14

continued—=Former Virginia ball plaver
15 killed—Sweethearts  slnce  chludnna,,
married ——N6 quorum uf the Leg elaturs
i?-c\:(bzru:-!-gr'; Houre decldes 10 record the
}

ames ol thors present each day——NR4pin
Pranslt  Company .o Legin Itg wori—=L
Hilvip met! prosontod | tal Superiniondent
Malms—Watch night services Lo-nlgai—
'houlhum Hpilwdy enters an interpledder
il In taxation matter—The full Insur-
lanea on e Galiego  Millg——nod.ling
froom teo- bo ppened ot Lelgh Streot Hap-
‘-msL Church—Bill t pxtend the charte.
of- tha dg mestowil Exposition - Compbiny
1ot 1o ba pughed In the Leglsly urg-—-
Watep Committee: defers actlon o «leo
froiyveig natler—Conritlon of dMec oK. AV,
Powers gomawhal, inprgyved—"The iréas-
urership. alination dn Ienrico  county.
MANCHESTHA—Drittle Binmons, ¢
W awith - assauldng LT Brinleh, ur
ulghi— )

i ' i 4

Tty —Veloring 10 inatall ottleery
night—\Work ©of the © Pallen Caour
(Chureh  presents: jts ) pastor and; Bunidiy
#ithon] ﬂup&!r[r\loqdr‘m handgome Uhiists
‘s presents—\Watch-night services 10
Ve held——0flelnls take the oath of Gel.oe
AT gITE for Rev. W, W, Bisk—D>r, VY,
W Fergusson elveted chorister,

. Virginia.
hung  ul Am-

Iobert  Gleasopn, colored,

Merst Courthousc  for  tne - eold-blooded
nurder of 3. O, Real—EBlg mecting in
Mortolic to-night io ralss money o save
the Jomestown Fxpoeltion-——Princo  Ed
ward farmera hear Colonel John 8. Cun-
inghitm, " at’ Farmviile, “on  (he  wboveg
(stthation—=Many eallng  marthiges
Ahroughout the  Stdte——Faur bairely ol
lnclo puss eatght In one hiul In o triby-
1ery of Lhe Potumac—Itatal shodting In
ool eounty—~0Qld Willinms  hornestensd,
11 Bedford, desiroyed by five—Hrothers
dollow: an eloping girl e Stanpton oo
ang of them tlds {o'thwart her uurpusc,
Tt doed not Huceeed; iU enda-in marrisge
-—Agriality report of Pelersburg noru
than 1wice sy large among the negroes
04 thn whites——fighland countly, loe-
tiwimd and the roady in fearful condlyon
——Harbecus and dinner by New York
owner ol fne farm ol sSandy | Polat, In
Ay estmorétand——For Harry Bl George
'weketl indicates that s canaidacy for
Governorship s not an Impossiollity—
A0 New York doctor gomes ti Staunton
1o |r]y to Influenco his young wife o leava
A Hat Time’ theatrlenl company,  bul
ehio cludes him,

North Carbliha.

New rallroad soon to be bullt from Ox-
ford into Malifax counly, Va.—Yilu pro-
1eesop, LWO $ In Jnil nt Greensbora lor

Ansanity, dr Inte ingensibillty to
we inken  home——Virginin clopers sucs
cveastully morrled  au Greensboro—D>Main

Lnilding of Masonio Urphanage to ba mugdn
inte resldence Tor superintendent.  onid
moye  dormitories Luilt—"The  rallroads
Wil pot resist the mandate of tne Cor-
roration  Commlsslon fo bulld a houter

) depot at  Mickory—Burt © Floser,  who

) made o murderous GsEaunlt on o Captain
frowler, brought hyek: Grom  Mecklenhury
T tinl——Catawbn county formers form
St exchenge for e glsposal of rel dil
j-‘PFSOIlIIl Troperty——Clgnr.  guesser,  at
tirornabarn, helleved lo have =ectred iho
ciller prize of §5,00, ]

General,

More thian seven hundyed
f5h b Plames pnd panle durl
quols Theatre in Chieags: dead mep, swo-
u‘un and ehildven plled  almeos:  celling
Tigh In passages] muny perished in thele
seaig from finmes i fames of ooa, wirllo
mare were !llnrully-}mmpletl Loy daath In
miud flght for the exits) whole city stupce-
fled from griels appalling slge of he ci-
fustrophe——Another wildl day on eottond
marker and pricea deoline on” heavy redls
fzing, despiterefforts of Lulle wied o1 8o s
figtive ‘and easy——8tock market s o
vcorded aup{mr:. Arom Influentinl guarters,
but nevertheless |t s ot ablo o 1 eep
prlees up o mark; money mapket {eels
pineh of nn{xrnamiug goltlements for entl
ol yenr——Jielatlon of rent.oand intavest
the' subject of - dlecussion Bt Amor
freanomlic “Assoolnllon [n Nuw Orleans-—
Sltuation by far East |y described gs bo-
Ing desperite, but not hepelegs) lyssiacls
deluylng gending reply 1o Jajanese, no.
it 18" presumed, fnoen effort o nul onus
oy deolaving WaP on Japan——Dreshlent
Ttoasavell declares Lhpt when thma eumoes
1o take aolion to pre £t ano her as.
gacre of Jews In Jius thet b will not
be found wanting”

PErSOLS T
ng fire . I

WILL SERVE WITH i
NORTH STATE TROOPS

(By Assoolnted Press,)

WASHINGTON, P, O, Dee, 20,—AL the
request of the Guyernor ol Nortli Cam-
1ina, BrigadlersGencrul Carl A Woadrulf,
17, B, A., rvetired, has heen ordered to re:
port o the Governor gl Ralelgh for duty
with the orgaalzed milithe of the Sy of
North, Carolon for aoperiod of four years,
unless seoncy relleved, This detull Is made
under the provisians of the Dick millti
bl, apd while sepyiog under L Genera|
Woodenft will raeelyn Lhe full pay und
allownnces of s grade,

i
- {-its

REUNION A

JOVFUL ONE

Members Gathered al the
Bijou Theatre,

AN EXCELLENT PROGRAMME

Appropriate. Addresses: and  the
Grand Tinale a Flashlight
Photograpli.

s

Over (he fnces of the thousand or more
lght-hearted  children  assembled in- the
Bllou Thealre yesterday aflterncon there
filtted from moment to moment, as some
clever actor caught tho spirit of his un-
usnal zudience, or some fellcltons speakor
touched ‘u responslve chord In the hr-;_xrts
of his, gmall hearsrs, the glow of o hap-
piness and o mirth psrare pnd ns grate-
ful to the beholder as'it was gennine and
unaffeeted in the beheld, ;

Such was the commanding feature ot
the first grand reunion of tho great and
growing T. D.0C. €. which eabalistic
slgna translated read Times-Dispatell Con-
Y Club, an organization unigue in
Ha fauimphaition,  bul  deciddaly  promizhig
inidls character, Lightsoma and glad was
the erowd, with tho simple and elemental
Happlness' of the child that knowe 1o
gerious enre.  Hundreds of litle ones,
ranglng In years from five lo liftecn and
over. wers  gathered  henedath  the  bril-
llant lights of the popular little Lheatre,
“The entertalnment opened, ]J'rosrl?ssed
and closad, and not one moved ‘lo leave
until the fash thot admitted the group
to the photographers Tl gave Lhemn the
signal  to depart, Every little face
pesmed  with plensurn and eatisfnetion;
every cheek worn un oxcited flush; every
exe un additional sparkle. No sginid and
stilled thing was this, bul a rave and
genudne und | spontaneous ehullitlon of
infanting spirits  that earrled all  with
n rush heforo It. It recalled to many an
older head in thelr midst the doys of
fiot so long ago. whon they, too, were
light-hearted ‘nnd froe; Ib caused mony
an aged ‘eye to remew momentarily lts
lost lustra of childbood; It revived In
muany @ breast the rapldly  waning  fires
of youth, compelling. all- there (o cast
nslde the experlonce of years, to. turn
back the flecing time, and for the nonce
to join hands agaln with the “happy and
care-freo chilil

A Rare Gathering.

The Governor of Virginla spoke io them.
Rrief words they wers, hut rich in wia-
dom. The Muyor of the cily and other
distingulshed gentlomen also added thelr
volee ty Lhe sentlment of tho day. To
gael the children gave his mead of ap-
plause—heartily, unstintedly, unaffected-
Iy, Na more thorough testhmonlol  ecoulid
have been glven them. The udepenfience

(Contlnued on Third Page.)

RAPID TRANSIT T0
BEGIN ITS WORK

Street Commitice to Fass on
. the Plans This Even-

ing.

The Citizens' Rapld Trans|l Company,
which, It I8 understood, proposes Lo use
tie Jenklns underground conduit system

In conneetion’ with theroperation of Lhew

strect rallway here,” deslro the approval
of thelr plans, T order that they muy
begln,work in accurdance with the pro-
viglons of ihelp charter on January st
which Is to-morrow,

The, chapter of the company provides
fop forfeltura of the sumo unlegs worl
is commenced by lo-morrow night.

Tha Street Committes hedl nomeetlug
vesterduy afternoon, and ook up the
matier, but  the: plaps  werm not n
shapt for approval, Anothap mecting wiid
be held at & a'vlock this evening, when
the plana will be before thy commilev
for actlon,  When the plaps ahall bhave
Leen npproved tho company will ul jenst
do sume pel constituting o connmencemeint
of Lhe work, Bo-as to preseryve thelp ohar.
Ler,

GOV, BECKHAM'S BROTHER
MARRIED . IN SAVANNAH

(By Assoolated Dress)
S HAVANNAH, GA, Der, B0—Tdeutennnt
Tavid Y. Beckliam, United Biates apmy,
arid Miss Myra Wiloos, of thiv clty, wora
married at the Indoependent Freshyterion
hureh to-njght. Ldeutenunt Heokham s
i -hrother of Goyernor Hecklinm, of Kon-
tueky, who 'was present, (Uhe orush at
ihg ghuyeh wis'so ghedl that q reseryo

of pollea hind (o Le ‘cadled vul 4o pres
\&ervo order, b

{ALF A THOUSAND
~ HORRIBLE A

Chicago Visited by Cat

SOULS

PER

and Panic From Which Few Escaped

With Their Lives.

ITHE WOMEN AND CHILDREN FIGHT
IN MAD STRUGGLE TO ESCAPE DEATH

Strong Men Are Unnerved by the Sights They Are

F_o_rced' to Witness While Helping to Remove Dead
Bodies From Mass Which Was Piled Nearly

lives

of “Mr. Bluebeard, Jr.,’’and at 8 o'clock tlo-night’ Coroner ‘Preager reports
of 736 dead, and there are still'an unknown number i the ruins.;

They died in the midst of a panic and.a struggle that for horror is unparalleled.

to.get to the.doors in‘alterpate darkness and flashes of flame,

standing, in dense ranks in the aisles.

in one of the largest and what was considered the safest theatre in the city,
liistory such a frightful waste of life in a

lessly trapped in the crowded playhouse, more than ore-third of an audience, ¢
women and children, perished in agony: too horrible {o cantemplate.

burn

frightful explosions of gas while the fire wasiat its height,

comprehension, and to-night hundreds af homes have been plo
ful horror of uncertainty over the death or undetermined fate of those awho were

who

Al
gard

Men inured to scenes of horrorhave broken down under
these scenes have been not only terrible in dramatic intensity, but of an infinite sadness,
charred and brackened interior have been hroug
matiner to canse the strongest to shudder, while the ¢

door

left them weakened and sick avith the horror and sadness of it

ture

e audience was a holiday audience of women and children and beeame in thi

Ceiling High in Passages—Women and
Children Trampled and Burned Into
Unrecognizable Pieces of Flesh—

Pall of Grief That Stupefies
Cast Over the Entire City.

i (Specinil Telegram to Thé"l‘imf:BADiapa toh.y

CHICAGDO, ILL., Dec. 30~The most awlul  theatre fire in’ Anterica’s” history to-day cost the

of more than five hundred people here. - 4

The Iroquols Theatre, within five weeks of its openiug, burned. during the matinee performance

by actual count the bodics

Nearly all of these were killed—asphyxiated,’ bufned o trampled 1o death—avithin ten minutes,

Every element of awfulness that could 'characterize a. theatre fire was present;

‘throng below, mothers were. topn frojwaghel

th : o tdrencandj died
5 all over the dead were found’heaped alnmost

“lic cerling indthe:

ssag

Only to be compared to such frightful occurrences as the destruction of

fiye/restlling froni man-made causes:
erish in Agony.

the crowd fought
‘{hoscigithe balconies jumped down upon
hrieking for/thei, and
jorwedged, still

Martinique, is the fire
There is not recorded in

Swept to death in a wild, roaring burst of flame, which caught thousands and held them merci-

To-night the morgues, hospitals and police stations arc piled high with

ed to charred crisps by the flames, whicl spread to every part of the' huilding, aided

Chicago has been thrown into'a stupor by the horror of the

are thought to have been there.

omposetl mainly of

hodies twisted, torn and

hy lwo

affair; which is almost too great for
nged into deep sorrow or the fright-
the: theatre or

1 over the city the telephone wires are cartying niessages from home to home, making inguiries re-

ing those feared to have been caught in' the dealh trap on Randolph Strect.

the strain of the fearful scenes witnessed, for
for from the
It forth heads of little bodies, crushed and charred. in a
fforts Lo hold back the frenzied mothers from the

s of the house of death have broken the nerves of the stalwart men, guarding the theatre and have

Above everything else this

stands out fron the fire in the lroguois Theatre.
' Hundreds of Bodies of Children.

slaughter of the innocents, for in many cases there were several little ones with each woniun
tender bodies of these were crushed to death in the first mad rush for safely.

Hyndreds of bodies of these tiny childre
and heavy. railings, have been taken from the
presented by the hodies of those little ones who died of suffoc

To-night every store building in this  party of Chicago’s business sc¢

{emporary morgie or emergency hospital.

Hundreds of phy
sands who have offered their services, a corps of se
in carrying away and disposing,.for the time, of charred bodies as they
al work in the burned theatre. In that building the firemen found a condition against which nerves,
hardened by years of frightful experiences, weakened and gave way, ;

Bodies Piled In Heaps.

n, with skulls crushed and broken against the iron se
building, while horrible beyond belief has been the sight:
ation or in the fierce heat of the flames.
ction has heen turned into a

one fea-

s way @ verilable

and the

s

icians are at work, although their efforts are pitifully futile, while of the thou-
veral hundred has been selected, which has:aided
are brought forth by the firemen

1u the narrow exits from the fallen balconies were found bodies charred to crisp, piled-to twice Lhe

height of a man's head.
mob,
all of those who bad entered that part of tl
hoing caught in the crush in the
ar were caught behind this frightiul barric
burned by the ferce bursts of gaseous flame, which swept through the
~and erevice,

Here in the baleonies the slaughter was most frightinl and:
but the same cause left heaps of huddled | corpses Iying throughout the lower floor, the crush

found, :
f Onjthe archestra floor,

at locked exits, being cut off from all escapes alter the doors became
come quickly, for women and children were found lying far from the

however, death appeared to have
ough hundreds had been eaught in the wild crush near the lobby.

exils, suffocated and burned, alth

Everywhere were fownd ‘the bodies of children, many of them, litt

who

and their faces trampled into pulp, heneath the fee
crowding around thewdoors,

The full effect of the disaster had been developed to its height in ten minutes.
needed to make the scene almost oo horrible to appear other than the dream
arance of the principals and chorus™f the "Mr,
waork of caring for the injured,

grotesque that was only
of some fantastic fictionist, was added by the appe
Rluebeard” Company, in costume, among those aiding in the gruesome
who

Shivering in their thin tights of silk or flimsy gowns of lace,
from their wounds, worked heroically with the physiciaus and nurses in the eflort to
jured or consoling

Already a searching _
were open and into these the entire audivnce ol 2,200 attempted (o crowd,

way
and

af 1

which jammed the exi(s from the

balcony. exits,

Jammed,

Children's Bodies Trampled Upon.

had been taken to the theatre as a haliday treat,

were taken from the burned building,

care for
the frantic motliers who were driven back from the doors of the thentre.

Llere the terrified erowds from the upper part of the theatre had massed in a
gallerics, and which made it a death trap, which caught practically
1e theatre, Only those whe escaped in the first wild rush missed
All others fell into the wild tangle of human bodies
ade of thedead and slowly suffocated, crushed to death or
building and filled every part

e greatest number of bodies were

tots of five ar six years ol age,
These were found with their skulls erushed
{ of those who dashed into the thick of the mab,

The touel of the

the women, bruised and bleeding

the in-

investigation into the cpuse of the firg hns heen begun. | Cinly the uain exils
Many women fought their

to the open air with the ficst erowids thal got out, but the horror of the panis which impelled them
e natitre of the fght they made were shawn by the fact that when they reached the streets many

hem' had heen strippeid of every stiteh  of elathing.
SContinned-on Second Page, Firsl Column,)
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DISASTERS
REMEMBERED

Those of the Past Are Recalled
by Yesterday's, Iorror
in Chicago,

IN: THE LIST

RICHMOND IS

The Burning of the Theatre in
18r1—Panic .in’ INearly Every
Case Caused Loss of Life,

‘(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)

GHICAGY, 1LL., Dee. 30.—Marvalously
alika hayo heen the great theatra fives
of Llie last score of yenrs. A ‘Llash of
flaime, a pufl of smoka and then—panic
thit erushed: hupdredd, ‘ere the' smoke,
oven, had i chunce 1p reagh  them. IH
was so fn the flre Lhat burned the Brool-
lyn heéwtre, n 1876, when 26 persons
Jerished; thut which devastdted ' ihe
Tichmongd Theulre In 1811 in . tho! five
thiat destroyed  tho Opern  Comique | in
Purls in 187, when X0 were burned; in
the burning of the Hing Theatrein Vi

arid

A
perighed, Eﬁulqd_lhg. the floswer: af Ui
Trench nobility. In the Brooklyn Thealre
fire it wos a pnnle that caused the great-
osl numbep ol denths, 'The rush| for ex-
Ils blocked them and; the flremen, whon
the great Lbullding hrd been reduced to
a maro shell, found 'the dead lying there
In licups, ! i

T4 05 o colncidence that the constriction
of tho Iroqunls Theatro and that of the
Opera Comiquo In' Parls wero very much
aliice. | Tha domes of | both these bufld-
ingd =0 suddenly oriumpled by, fre were
sinilar. Solwaos the goneral Interior ay-
Tiigement,

Tho  destiuelion of Lhe Ring Theatro

in Vienna in 1851 Lops the others In the
nwlul loss of Mo, The [ira started ot
T80 n'elock, us lhel vast nudlence was
pressing I throngh the entrances. Trully
1,500 had alicady beon seated,

The first puft of smole sent the pooplo
rusiing for the  exlts.  They  packed
thewnselyes Into, the alsles und | fell upon

one anothes lu thely cogernoss o) cs-
ecnpe,  Theexits wore blocked and aller-
wirdy most of the plled up deud wors

found nede the main entrance.

T burning . of Lho Opern Comlque in
Earjs slx years Inlor marked nnother. fa-
tal ponie. Pwo. huyndred wern crighml
and burned. 1i was Impoesibla in many
ciaps to ldently the dead.

The workd henrd with o thrlll of horror
af thp destruation of the Charlty Bozaar
In Parls ow Moy o, 1807 Tho hundreds
who lost. thelr lives fngluded tho Duchess
D'Alencon, sigter of tho Empresa of Als-
telivy the Duchesse D'1Jzes, o gocloty Trads

(Contitnted on Beeond ~age.)

WERE POWERLESS
10 RESCUE THEM

Prominent Men Perish  in Fire

Which Deslroys the
Troy Club.
(By Associnted Iress)
PIOY, N oYL, Doeep U0--DMeses T
Clough, the nestor of ths Renssillaer
county: bar, ond the last survivor of the
clogs of 1830 of Dnrtmouth College; Wil-
Mot Shaw, head of e law fhem aof Shaw,
Bulley and Murphy, apd DBenlamin AW,
B ey, manager for the Pullec-Wnrren
Company  of  Loston, Mage, lost thelr
Hvds dnoa fee which parthally destroyed
{hin ‘Troy Club gt gn early loup to-day,
Although the doomed men woero seen al
thay windows, nothing vould ba done to
gnve them, so denge wad the Bmoke: and
an rapld the progress of the Onmes,
mdwurd Carpentler, of Now Youd, #
from an dppay window Wy fira.
and removed oo lospltal, wheo
affecis of

he (8 recevering  frem  the
sminke Iphaled, o was In town pres
for hls morrings with s young

n
gae oty womni ol tha eliyy . Al 1ha per-
sons ki1® were geoupying rooms on the
wpper floor, whars the  flea broke o,
A flea bs thought to have been cuused
ny @ lghtea  elgureite belug ' thrown
autong some eombugblemateriils - The
Jogs w il reacly $56,(00,

DENNIS LEAHY SHOT
DEAD IN KNOXVILLE

(Hy asdoclited Prossg
KNONVILLE, TENN, Duc db—=Dennls
Lewhy, forr several yenrd u ployer I the
Virginta League, and nt one thne o memws
Do of the Cinclunid) eam, wis shut ang
to.day by eank  oagang
JRagail wee asieited,

D SOL ISHIN @
astrophe Which Can Only be Mentioned With| o

Such Occurrences as Destruction of St. Pierre, Martinique.
Fire in New Theatre Accompanied by an Explosion

DESPERATE
SITUATION
INFAREAST

Japan and Russia AImOSt_ -:' ¢
Sure to Fight.

RUSSIA WILL NOT
HURRY HER REPLY

Purposc Seems to be to P“ﬂ o
Onifs of Declating War
oti Japa. ;

PESSIMISTIC VIEW
IN ST. PETERSBURG

Lditorials  Say There _i\fl'i'ly_ Lhel
War  To-morrow, Thauglt
There Is None To-day—Ja-

pan Has ' Closed. Déal
for the 'Argentine
Warships.

(y  Associaied Pross.)
CTPARIS, Dec, 30.—It s learnod dn-dipl
matic | clroles’ that the [Japanese govern
mant Tas informed the fordlgn diplomia
that the sltuntion with yospeet fto ‘Ruas
18 desperatel hut not Topeless, " Tt 8 |
laved this Il_i:‘m'mrLlIun.wns-dummumén. ol
to the Freneh‘government’ for piresent
ton at Bt Petorsbuyg ..., 00
Whila stll] not Uelleylng; ihet w
‘tyvesn Tlussla: mid  Jahan wil eeon
oplimlatle’ tone 14 offleinl, nnd.dlple
clreles heral was, somewlitt imadified
day by rdvices from/Tok|o.and 8t Pet

. LT
stad; of (nfluenelng Ry
b Jupanese notes o) i
Ttnssln, oo the other hund, s n
terition o iy, Her lreply, 18 ok
pecterl | to, e, miides balora January 10th
Russla’'s purposa seems to' be to tputs they
onug ol declaring witn upon’ Jitpan, L
guch ho'the result of the negollations,
7 =
Pessimistic’ View.
(By Assocluted Press.) I !
o8 PETERSBIUTRG, - Dees [ #0—The - for:
clegn despatchea recelved yesterdoy afte
noon are refioeted to-day, in more peas|
mistie cditorlals, ° L ! R
The Novoo' Vremys Deglny -its leader o
with “There Js no war i in-duy,. To-mor- .
row thers may b owar''The paper-rath-
er fatallstlenlly directs ‘attention to 'the
tnet ihat wars markea  the opening 'of i
the seventeenth,  elghtéenth’ and nines
{uenth centuyles, ! By
Yhe Novoo Vremya, novertheless, still =0
professes fnlth In s peaceful soltlement,:
saying: "Wo bellove JJnpan wlll not placa’
Hussla in o posltion whare te Yleld would
appear to be p renunclation of ‘the defense
ar her ylial Intevests in''the Far Bast
Kussin does not desiro: war, but nobody
In Russln. will permil  the Japanese o
other  Irlends to o execute ao diplomatly
aance upon Itusslu's peaceful disposition, o
In firm consclousness of her power, Rus-. [
gln will awalt events'" B

Situation Gives Concern,
{By Associnled  Press.)

WASHINGTON, 10 CL 0 Dee, 30, —~Tha
Japanesn minister called at the State Da-
pitrtmant to-day and reported that tha
situation In (o, v East |8 apo'that
glves great concern, il that Japan is
muaking prepirations for: tne worst.. 1t
is hoped, however, thal Russla’ will Te;’
gonslday her sl answer (o Japan's TEA
quest, el

it L L
Deal 1s Closed,
{By Associnted ress.)

LONDON, Dee, 80.—Japan Lhis evening
compleied the purehase of the Argenting
warships Mareno and Rivadavia, hulldlng
At Qenoa, [aly, Tor which Russiaialsc
wans negollnting,

FOR CARRYING FREGHT
BETWEEN N. Y. AND MANILA

(Hpeein] 1o The Times-Dispateh)
WASHINGTON, Dee, 30,—The War De-
pariment has accepted the hid of Funoh,
Edye & Company, of New Youk, for tha 4!
contrnot for carrying government frelght
hatween New York and Maplla for tha
six mionths ending July 1, 1004, at) §3.15

“poer ton, [iteen sallings heing guarantead | w

Letween January L and July L

Tha same company has had the con.
trnet for (he six months just ending, at
6,33 per o, with @ '‘proyision, which ia
algn to be Ineluded Inothe new contract,
thitt £ as Jow a yate s offered for carry-
Ing the frefght in American bottoms, thin
governmenl reservos the right to oayilbk
Itsalf of thls otier, Vndar thelexlipng
caontrael yo offer has been mado to make
the same rote’ for Ssmerlean vessels, A
contruct vannot be entered fnto with
Funeh, Bdye & Company fon g lehger -
tarmh Lhai watil July Lonext, (o the reds
son that onopnd o oafter thit dats eom:
neree between the Philipplie Islgnds and
tha Unlted States will ba pestrivtml Lo
Americun ships:

Proposals [0y enrry g pasachgers 1roi
Pavltio ports o Maniln: have baen re
cofved frap the al'elile Mall Bloamshl

Camipany and the Great Northern Blean
ahip Company, but the coniriet his ne
sl I

yat hasi ki



